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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

Sept. 16, 2014
Corrections Secretary Appoints New Regional Deputy Secretary 
Harrisburg – Secretary of Corrections John Wetzel today named Tabb

Bickell as the regional deputy secretary for the western region.  He will oversee SCIs Benner Township, Cambridge Springs, Houtzdale, Huntingdon, Muncy, Pine Grove, Rockview and Smithfield and the Quehanna Boot Camp.
“Tabb has 25 years of experience with the Department of Corrections.  He has progressed in his responsibilities and supervisory positions to become one of the department’s top leaders and mentors,” said Secretary Wetzel.

Bickell began his career in 1988 as a corrections officer at SCI Camp Hill, where he was promoted to sergeant in 1991 and to lieutenant in 1993.  He was subsequently assigned to oversee the basic training program at the DOC’s Elizabethtown Training Academy.

In 1996, Bickell was promoted to captain at SCI Coal Township and then major of the guard at SCI Mahanoy in 2007.  Two years later, also at SCI Mahanoy, Bickell was named deputy superintendent for facility management.  Bickell was named superintendent at SCI Huntingdon April 3, 2011.

Bickell has participated in and led a number of DOC training courses, completed institutional training audits, vulnerability assessments, security analyses and security inspections. He also was instrumental in the opening of the special management unit at SCI Camp Hill.

Bickell, a native of Lebanon, also is a veteran, having served in the U.S. Coast Guard.
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