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DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS




News for Immediate Release

May 7, 2014
SCI Albion’s Black Awarded Corrections Department Medal of Valor

Albion – Michael Black, an activities specialist who works at the State Correctional Institution at Albion, was recognized today with the Department of Corrections’ Medal of Valor for assisting at the scene of an accident. 

Last May 23, Michael Black was traveling south on Route 18 when he saw an oncoming car drift across the center line into the southbound lane, crashing  head-on into another vehicle directly in front of Black’s car. 

Black, along with other motorists, immediately stopped to help. A man in one car was pinned in the wreckage, but was talking. The second vehicle had caught fire with a badly injured woman inside. 

While others tried to extinguish the fire, Black worked to protect the woman from the flames and debris. As the fire spread, Black and the other motorists removed the woman from the car and carried her to safety. They returned to the crash scene and tried to help the male motorist until emergency medical personnel arrived.  

The woman was severely injured, but survived. The man did not recover from his injuries. 

After the accident, Black never discussed the incident at work. Months later, the woman – who also happened to work at SCI Albion - mentioned to coworkers that the prison “activities guy’’ saved her life.

A graduate of Butler County Community College and Slippery Rock University, Black is a veteran of both the U.S. Army and the U.S. Navy. During his 12 years with the Navy, Black was a medical specialist and instructor with the Search and Rescue unit, completing more than 200 missions and earning three Navy Commendation Medals.

Before joining the Department of Corrections in October 2011, Black worked for the Department of Defense as a police officer at the U.S. Naval Station in Virginia, the Union Pacific Railroad, the Pennsylvania Game Commission, the Greenville Police Department and the New Castle Youth Development Center.
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